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Forgiving others requires help

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - Forgiving
those who have caused pain
or offense is not easy, Pope
Francis said. "It is a grace that
we have to ask for," because
the peace offered by Christ
cannot take root in a heart
that is incapable of living in
fraternity with others and in-

capable of rebuilding those
bonds after being wounded,
the pope said at his weekly
general audience at the Vati-
can March 14.

The pope continued his se-
ries of talks on the Mass, fo-
cusing on the Communion
rite, which begins with the

assembly's recitation of the
Lord's Prayer. The Lord's
Prayer is not just any Chris-
tian prayer, he said, "but is
the prayer of God's children.
It is the great prayer that
Jesus taught us" because it
was the very same prayer he
used with God.

"It's so beautiful to pray
like Jesus" prayed, the pope
added. Calling God "our fa-
ther" like Jesus did under-
lines how the faithful have
been reborn and '"regener-
ated” as God's children
through baptism and the
Holy Spirit, the pope said.

Celebrating
St. Joseph
with SSJ’s

Bishop Terry R. LaValley
joined the Sisters of St.
Joseph at their motherhouse
in Watertown this past week-
end to celebrate their patron
saint.

In his homily, the bishop
talked about St. Joseph as a
protector and urged the reli-
gious women to be protec-
tors as well: “to protect one
another’s good name; to safe-
guard the physical well-being
of your sisters; to safeguard
one another’s faith and voca-
tion; and to protect, safe-
guard your charism, staying
focused on the mission.

FULL STORY, PAGE 3

The dignity of
work, workers
NCC Lenten series on Catholic
social teaching,” Make Me an

Instrument of Your Peace,’ continues
FULL STORY, PAGE 7

‘UNDER FOUR FLAGS'

PHOTO BY DEACON JAMES CROWLEY

Bishop LaValley congratulates St.Joseph Sister Mary Christine Taylor, an 0gdensburg native who now lives in
Bombay and serves at St. Regis Mission, on the publication of her revised history of the city of 0gdensburg.
“Under Four Flags” is a 732-page documentary history of the See City. Full story on page 4.

FIVE YEARS
AS POPE

Strives to lead
a church that
‘goes out’

(NS PHOTO/PAUL HARING

Pope Frandis blesses a prisoner
as he visits he Curran-Fromhold
Correctional Facility in Philadel-
phiaiin this Sept. 27,2015, file
photo. In Washington the pope
visited the White House and

made history as the first pope to
address Congress; in New York
he spoke at the U.N.and visited
ground zero; in Philadelphia he
led the World Meeting of Fami-
lies. Cardinal Jorge Mario
Bergoglio was elected pope just
afew days after telling the Col-
lege of Cardinals that the
Catholic Church faced a dear
choice between being a church
that "goes out" or a church fo-
cused on its internal affairs.
After the cardinal from Buenos
Aires, Argentina, was elected
March 13,2013, and chose the
name Francis, he made "go out,"
"periphery" and "throwaway
culture" standard phrases in the
papal vocabulary.



DIOCESAN LIFE

HNORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC H

MARCH 21, 201

NORTH
COUNTRY
CATHOLIC

Box 326
0Ogdensburg, N.Y. 13669
USPS 0039-3400
BISHOP TERRY
R.LAVALLEY
President

REV.JOSEPH A.MORGAN
Vice President
JAMES D. CROWLEY
Secretary-Treasurer
MARY LOU KILIAN
Editor/

General Manager

Publish 45 is-
sues per year:
Weekly except
skipping
every other
week begin-
ning July
through Aug. and skipping
one week in Dec. by the Dio-
cese of Ogdensburg.
622 Washington Street, Og-
densburg, N.Y. 13669.

Editorial Office:
622 Washington Street,
0Ogdensburg, N.Y. 13669.

Telephone:
(315) 608-7556

E-mail:
news@northcountry
catholic.org

Entered at the
Post Office:
Ogdenshurg, NY
13669 and
additional mailing offices as
Periodical Postage.

Subscription:
For one year:
In-Diocese Rate: $27
Outside of Diocese Rate: $30

Matters for publication
should be
addressed to
PO Box 326
0Ogdensburg, NY 13669
and should be received by
Thursday prior to
publication.
Paperis printed each
Monday;
dateline is Wednesday.
Member, Catholic Press
Association.

POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to
North Country Catholic,
PO Box 326
Ogdensburg, NY
13669-0326

EDITOR’S NOTE

Happy anniversary, Holy Father

[ still remember where I was
on March 13, 2013, when [
heard that our newest
pope would be a Latin
American cardinal who
would take the name
Francis.

(I also remember
where I was when |
heard about Popes
John Paul I, John Paul II
and Benedict - yes, I'm

a bit of a geek like B
that) Mary Lou
The first couple of Kilian

weeks of Francis’ pon-
tificate were great fun
for those of us in the
Catholic news business.
Remember how he paid his
own hotel bill, drove himself

around in a Ford and refused
to move to the papal palace?

Throughout the five
years of this remark-
able pontificate, we
have been inspired,
challenged and often
amused by his charm-
ing turns of phrase.

No one was let off the
hook.

He urged the world's
priests to be "shep-
herds living with the
smell of sheep" by liv-
ing with and among the
people in order to
share Christ with them.

He had a message for mar-
ried couples: “Perhaps you
were mad, perhaps plates flew

but please remember this:
never let the sun go down
without making peace”

And, he admonished “arm-
chair Catholics,” who “don't let
the Holy Spirit lead their lives.
They would rather stay put,
safely reciting a ‘cold morality’
without letting the Spirit push
them out of the house to bring
Jesus to others.

Many times over the past five
years, we heard Pope Francis
call for a "the church that is a
field hospital after battle. It is
useless to ask a seriously in-
jured person if he has high
cholesterol and about the level
of his blood sugars! You have
to heal his wounds."

The last thing he wanted was

"the babysitter church," a
parish that doesn't encourage
active evangelizers but only
worries about keeping parish-
ioners inside, out of trouble.

But, no group has had to tak
more heat from Pope Francis
that one of which I am a prouc
member.

“We all know the perfect fam
ily does not exist,” he said, dui
ing a 2014 Valentine’s Day
gathering in Rome. “The per-
fect husband does not exist
and the perfect wife does not
exist,” he said. Then, after
pausing as if for comic effect,
he added: “Let’s not even talk
about perfect mothers-in-law.”

Happy anniversary anyway,
Pope Francis.

FATHER MUENCH SAYS

The holiest week of the year begins

[ would like to share with
you some ideas about the
liturgy for Palm Sunday.

Each year, priests throughout
our diocese carefully plan, with
their liturgy committees, a
proper liturgy for Palm Sunday.
Palm Sunday, of course, begins
the most important week of
our Church year. This week is
called holy — Holy Week - the
holiest week of the year.

During Holy Week, our
Catholic Church celebrates our
salvation through the suffer-
ings, the death and the resur-
rection of our Lord, Jesus.

Each day of Holy Week is spe-
cial: on Holy Thursday, we re-
member the Last Supper of
Jesus with his apostles, on
Good Friday, we celebrate the
Passion and Crucifixion of
Jesus and, on Holy Saturday,
we celebrate the Easter Vigil, a
powerful ceremony during
which we joyfully celebrate the
Resurrection of Jesus.

To begin Holy Week properly
we need a liturgy like Palm
Sunday. In many ways, this
liturgy is emotionally challeng-
ing. We begin this liturgy by
rejoicing with Jesus as we re-
member his triumphant en-
trance into the city of

‘Father Bill Sayéﬁ” 2

tipastorll@gmail.com
Y N

Fr. William G. Muench

Jerusalem. Then during the
Mass we sadly read the Gospel
of the Passion and Death of
Jesus.

The Palm Sunday Liturgy be-
gins with a procession to re-
mind us of Jesus’ entrance into
the city. We rejoice as we
stand with the people on that
first Palm Sunday as they
praise Jesus. At that time, it
was Passover. This was a time
when large numbers of people
came from all over the world to
celebrate the Passover in
Jerusalem.

To find a place to stay over,
many would set up camping fa-
cilities on the outskirts of the
city. Jesus entered the city rid-
ing on a donkey passing
through these crowds of peo-
ple. Realizing that it was
Jesus, they welcomed him with
songs and placing their cloaks
and tree branches in his path.

In our liturgy, after listening
to the Gospel story of Jesus’
entrance, we process to the
Church, walking with Jesus,
singing and carrying palm
branches to celebrate his pres-
ence. In some places, the peo-
ple carry branches from the
local trees.

Our procession is a joyful
moment — a time for us to ex-
press our love and faith in our
Savior, Jesus Christ. In the
Church, we begin our Mass and
the tone of the liturgy changes
- our attention turns to our
Lord’s crucifixion.

The Gospel reading for this
Mass is the reading of Christ’s
Passion. Each of the Gospel
writers wrote a large, detailed
section of several chapters,
telling the story of Jesus’ suf-
ferings. Each year we read
from a different evangelist. We
listen again this year to the
sufferings that Jesus endured
and the details of the crucifix-
ion.

As we listen we are walking
again with the Lord and stand-
ing at his cross.

Each year the question that
hounds me is why. Why did
our Jesus have to suffer so
much? I have had the answer

described to me often so |
know the answer, but it still
saddens me. Irealize that the
Passion demonstrates to all
God’s great love for us. God
loves us — unconditionally — de
spite our sinfulness. God love
us passionately. God chooses
to love us — we are God’s sons
and daughters. Jesus came to
be with us and die for us to
demonstrate God’s love.

Then, our liturgy proceeds t
the Eucharist as we express ou
gratitude to God. Our Eu-
charist celebrates our gratitud
for Jesus’ incarnation, he lived
among us and died for us.

Our Holy Week leads us to
the joy of the resurrection of
the Lord as we move to Easter.
The ceremonies of Holy Thurs
day, Good Friday, and Easter
make us aware of God’s great
love for us. Jesus loved and
dedicated himself to care for
us. We become more aware of
how grateful we much be.

Palm Sunday is the begin-
ning. Holy Week is a journey;
we will walk with Jesus on his
way to Calvary so that we can
rise with him to a new life in
the Resurrection. Easter Sun-
dlally is such a joyful time for u
all.



MARCH 21, 2018

H NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC H

DIOCESAN LIFE

FOLLOW ME

The protection of St. Joseph

Bishop LaValley homily for
the Feast of St. Joseph at
the SSJ Motherhouse

“He remained behind...but
His parents did not know
it...”

“Your father and I have
been looking for you with
great anxiety.” (cf. Luke 2:41-
51)

Could we spend a few
minutes this morning re-
flecting on Joseph, as pro-
tector?

Pope Francis wrote that St.
Joseph is “a protector be-
cause he is able to hear
God’s voice and be guided
by His will; and for this rea-
son he is all the more sensi-
tive to the persons
entrusted to his safekeep-
ing.” That protection was
very much at risk in the fa-
miliar scene in the temple
from today’s Gospel passage
from Luke. It would seem
to have been almost a pro-
tection break-down. They
lost their son! Joseph, were
he entrusted to protect the
Christ Child in this 21st cen-
tury, would have needed to
issue an Amber Alert. The
young 12-year old was miss-
ing!

Sisters of St. Joseph, you
reflect Joseph’s great con-
cern for Jesus, in your con-
cern and sensitivity for one
another. It would seem to
me that, in a unique way;,
you who live the vowed reli-
gious life in community
under the patronage of St.
Joseph, are entrusted to the
safekeeping, yes, even pro-
tection, of one another.

That safekeeping has
many dimensions, all re-
quire sensitivity and con-
cern for the other person.
For instance, protecting
one’s good name. There’s a
breakdown in such protec-
tion, for example, when we
use words that tear down or

In February, the Sisters of St. Joseph gathered at their Watertown motherhouse for thier annual retreat directed by
Missionary of the Sacred Heart Father Jonas Tandayu. On Saturday they were at the motherhouse again to celebrate
the Feast of St. Joseph. Bishop LaValley presided at the Mass and joined the sisters for lunch.

even gossip (a favorite
peeve of the Holy Father),
and any non-verbal judg-
mental communication we
might express, even while
our hands are piously
folded.

It's no secret, we are all
guilty of such laxity in pro-
tecting the good name of
another. The toxic effects of
put-downs can subtly, and
sometimes not so subtly,
undermine efforts to
strengthen unity in the
Body of Christ.

It would seem to me that
another responsibility you
bear is to safeguard the
physical well-being of an-
other. 1know of your de-
voted attentiveness to
sisters who are hurting -
those who drive others to
doctor’s appointments,
spending time at the bed-
side of a sister who is ailing,
either in the hospital or
here at the Motherhouse.

Oftentimes it means real
sacrifice on your part, but
your desire to serve your
sister when her body or
mind needs special care and
attention, is a sharing from
your own spiritual wellness.

Again, here you reflect

Joseph’s concern for Jesus’
well-being.

A third dimension of pro-
tection, as I see it: you also
have the responsibility of
doing your part in safe-
guarding one another’s
faith. By that, | mean pro-
viding a joy-filled, affirming
place to call home where
every person has the oppor-
tunity to live and grow in
holiness, helping to protect
one another’s vocation, call
to holiness.

Of course, that’s best ac-
complished by responding
to God’s personal call to be
holy yourselves - live like
you believe and the fallout
ripples into this community
with astounding grace-filled
implications.

Naturally, this will lead to
a fourth dimension of pro-
tection, the safeguarding of
the charism, the mission of
the Sisters of St. Joseph of
Watertown.

How do the Sisters of St.
Joseph, how do you, allow
yourself to be moved, car-
ried, by God’s Spirit Who is
constantly at work in our
world, indeed, at work in
this beloved community of
sisters? God’s Spirit is alive

and well in this community!
But it doesn’t just happen.

It seems to me that the
best way to safeguard your
charism is to surrender
yourself, to allow yourself
to be molded, changed,
transformed, by God’s life-
given Spirit. If I stay stuck,
comfortable where I'm at,
God'’s Spirit will not force
Himself on me.

Making myself vulnerable,
abandoning myself to the
Spirit takes a whole lot of
trust and faith. Butisn’t
that precisely what keeps
mission moving forward?
Isn’t that the story of Abra-
ham and the Old Testament
prophets, the story of
Joseph and Mary? “Let it be
done unto me according to
your word.” Dear Sisters, be-
cause like Joseph, you hear
God’s voice and desire to be
guided by His will, your
legacy of faith and love con-
tinues.

Back in 2013, Pope Francis
wrote that “In the Gospels,
St. Joseph appears as a
strong and courageous man,
a working man, yet in his
heart we see great tender-
ness, which is not the virtue
of the weak but rather a

sign of strength of spirit
and a capacity for concern,
for compassion, for genuine
openness to others, for
love. We must not be afraid
of goodness, of tenderness!”

Again, look to Joseph and
find great tenderness, a ca-
pacity for concern, for com-
passion, for genuine
openness to others. Aren’t
these valuable, no - essen-
tial, elements of community
living?

There’s a powerful ten-
dency in human nature to
drift from God-reliance to
self-reliance. Self-reliance
turns a deaf ear and hard-
ens one’s heart. Joseph, the
devout Jew, changed what
he had planned for the
pregnant Mary (divorce her
quietly). He heard God’s
voice and responded to
what was revealed to him in
the dream. His journey
would rely on God’s will, not
his.

Each of us is fragile, each
of us must be treated ten-
derly. While we know the
Lord looks over us, particu-
larly as a consecrated com-
munity, we can still lose
Jesus. We can be about our
personal journeys, joining
the great caravan of life,
tending to worldly con-
cerns, getting so caught up
in doing our own will, that
we lose Jesus. Yup, we can
lose Him even within hal-
lowed walls such as these.

Like Joseph, because you
hear God’s voice and desire
to do His will, you ask for
His grace: to protect one
another’s good name; to
safeguard the physical well-
being of your sisters; to
safeguard one another’s
faith and vocation; and to
protect, safeguard your
charism, staying focused on
the mission.

Do it all with the tender-
ness and care of a vulnera-
ble heart determined never
to lose Jesus. Good St.
Joseph, protect us all.
Happy Feast Day, Sisters
and Associates!
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Under Four Flags: Iroquois, La Presentation, Fort Oswegatchie, Ogdensburg

See City is focus of revised history

By Mary Lou Kilian
Editor

O0GDENSBURG - More than four
decades have passed since
St. Joseph Sister Mary Chris-
tine Taylor accepted the chal-
lenge to write a revised
history of the city of Ogdens-
burg.

With the publication of
“Under Four Flags” this past
November, the renowned
local historian has realized a
goal set back in the early
1970’s.

“After the publication of
the “Centennial History of
the Diocese of Ogdensburg,”
(in 1972) I was asked to up-
date Monsignor P.S. Garand's
History of the City,” she told
the North Country Catholic.
“Msgr. Anthony A. Milia, Dr.
Maurice M. Rosenbaum, and
Frank A. Augsbury were most
eager to have a revised his-
tory.

But Sister Mary Christine,
who has published three
other history books, knew
that historical research is a
time-consuming endeavor.

“l agreed to begin the work
as long as no time limit was
placed on me,” she said. “His-
tory would be secondary to
my primary religious com-
mitment as a Sister of St.
Joseph

“The ultimate wisdom of
living a religious life is to glo-
rify God in the service of
Christ - especially the poor,
the undereducated, the sick,
the elderly,” she said. “The
ministry at Mater Dei Col-
lege, Wadhams Hall Semi-
nary-College, and St. Regis

TO ORDER THE BOOK

Only a limited number of copies
of “Under Four Flags' could be
printed due to the cost. Contact Sis-
ter Mary Christine Taylor, SSJ, 1817
NYS Route 95, Apt.8, Bombay, NY
12914 or the Diocese of Ogdens-
burg Chancery Office, .0.Box 369,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669 .

Mohawk Indian Mission had
priority. Work on the history
would be limited.”

While the work may have
been limited, in the end it
was a massive undertaking.
“Under Four Flags,” is 732
pages including detailed ap-
pendixes.

“I tried to give credit to as
many natives of Ogdensburg
as possible, so I read thou-
sands of city and county
newspapers,” she said. “What
began in handwritten notes
on cards and early composi-
tions on an old typewriter
with carbon copies, eventu-
ally moved into my first
computer.

“Finding and inserting pho-
tos was especially challeng-
ing,” she said, “as I had to
make each chapter a finished
product.”

But, she said, “I never lost
faith that "with God all things
are possible!".

Among her goals in writing
the history was to assist the
next generation of historians.

“There have been several
books about selected events
in Ogdensburg's history, but
[ wanted to share with future
historians quotes from pri-
mary documents that could
be of assistance in their re-
search,” she said. “I have
recorded detailed footnotes
for them.”

Sister Christine sees Og-
densburg as unique among
other communities in the
North Country.

“Ogdensburg is the See of
the diocese that spans eight
northern counties in New
York State,” she said. “Og-
densburg is the only United
States city on the great St.
Lawrence River and is the
Northern Gate of the Empire
State.

“On a main artery of trade
for the Iroquois Natives, the
port at the junction of the St.
Lawrence and Oswegatchie
Rivers was important in in-
ternational wars - the French
and Indian War, the American
Revolution, the War of 1812,
the Patriot War,” she said.

And, “especially unique
were the poor immigrants
who built the city: Yankees
like Nathan Ford and Louis
Hasbrouck, Germans like
George Parish and Frank
Augsbury, Belgians like John
Rosseel, Irish like John Han-
nan and Thomas Spratt, He-
brews like Mayer Sperling
and Nathan Frank, Canadians
like the Sisters of Charity of
Ottawa.

Sister Christine said that
she remains hopeful for the
future of a city that has seen
a decline in population and
wealth in recent years.

“Over the centuries, Og-
densburg's fine families have
sent forth talented youth to
build up American society,”
she said. “Unfortunately, the
city lacked employment op-
portunities to keep such tal-
ent at home.

“The city's economy suf-
fered from the demise of rail-
roads, ferryboats, excursion
boats, grain vessels, brass
and shade-roller factories,
and locally-owned enter-
prises,” Sister Christine said.
“The expected impact on city
trade due to the St. Lawrence
Seaway never materialized.

“An arterial highway by-
passed the center of the city
where locally-owned stores
used to thrive,” she said.
“Urban renewal projects de-
molished historic buildings
and happy gatherings at the
Busy Corner. Parochial
schools could not survive in

local parishes. Faith-filled
churches gave way to de-
creasing religious obser-
vance throughout the city.
“Despite so many setbacks,
there is always hope for the
future, Sister Christine said.
“Ogdensburg continues to
have outstanding religious,

leaders who generously give
their time to works of charity
and community programs,”
she said. “We still have fami-
lies who nourish faith and
charity in their children. The
People of God can make a
difference. ‘Unless the Lord
build the house, they labor in

educational, and business vain who build it.”

Did you know.....

In the course of her research,Sister Christine learned
some surprising facts about her native city of Ogdens-
burg:

eOgdensburg was named after Samuel Ogden who did
little but purchase the land. Nathan Ford was the real
village father.

* Ogdensburg was once a great port. The 1928 U.S.
Customs Report listed Ogdensburg as the sixth most im-
portant port in the U.S. after New York City, Boston,
Philadelphia, New Orleans, and San Francisco! It was
filled daily with Canadian and American ships from the
Great Lakes and St. Lawrence. Hackett's and Barr's Hard-
ware stores carried naval goods needed by the ships.

e The New York Central and Rutland Railroads, as well
as a Marine Railway connecting to the Canadian Pacific
lines had daily runs. Plumb's ferryboats from Prescott
arrived every hour with visitors and traders.

eThe city had lumber and flour mills, tanners,
foundries, silk mills, shade-roller, brass, match and
cigar factories.

¢ Joseph Leyare's talented boat craftsmen designed
airplanes for Huff-Daland Aero Corporation that won
government army contracts in the 1920's and were fore-
runners of Delta Air.

e [t was surprising that impoverished immigrants --
Jewish junk peddlers, Irish and French-Canadian farm-
ers, New England traders, Italian fruit dealers-- could
build a city of great stores, schools, hotels, banks, and
mansions by sheer hard work and communitarian ef-
fort. Depending only on Divine Providence, the Sisters
of Charity of Ottawa (Grey Nuns) led the people of Og-
densburg to build two Catholic hospitals, an orphanage,
a nursing home, and six parochial schools with no gov-
ernment aid.

* It was noteworthy that St. Lawrence State Hospital, a
major employer of the city, could provide good care for
some three thousand patients annually, and could feed
them with produce of its own farm.

e There was outstanding harmony among all the reli-
gious denominations in Ogdensburg as they erected fine
churches and institutions despite the poverty of their
members.

* Most surprising was the influence natives of Og-
densburg had in law, medicine, business, art, education,
politics, and religion in all sections of the United States.
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Chrism Mass to
be livestreamed

OGDENSBURG - Bishop Terry R. LaValley will preside at the
annual Chrism Mass March 22 at 11 a.m. at St. Mary’s
Cathedral.

The liturgy will feature the annual renewal of priestly
commitment, the blessing of holy oils and consecration
of the sacred chrism for use in all churches of the dio-
cese.

The Chrism Mass will be livestreamed from the Cathe-
dral on the Diocesan YouTube Channel. To watch the
livestream, go to YouTube and type RCDONY CHRISM
MASS 2018 in the search box.

The link will also be available from the diocesan home
page (www.rcdony.org) by clicking on the Chrism Mass
banner.

The video will remain available for viewing after the
event.

High school students of Inmaculate Heart Central in Watertown stand in solidarity to remember the 17 lives lost at
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School. The students prayed for the innocent lives lost, the wounded, their families
and friends, and the Parkland, Florida community. Although they did not participate in the nationwide walkout Feb.
14, a group of students read a note about each student killed.

Registration for family life conference is open

MASSENA - Registration is

¥ %

helping Catholics find faith- as such, strengthening fam- how to live it better; Registration may be made

open for a day-long work-
shop on marriage and family
life April 14 at Trinity
Catholic School and Sacred
Heart Church.

The workshop “Marriage:
God Calls, We Respond,” will
be presented by the diocesan
Department of Family Life, in
conjunction with the Offices
of Vocations and Evangeliza-
tion.

The keynote speakers for
the conference will be Dr.
Gregory and Lisa Popcak.
They are directors of the Pas-
toral Solutions Institute, an
organization dedicated to

Znjoy the renewal of
spring with a

Name
subscription to the Bl
North Country Catholic,
! the newspaper for the ~ City State_ Zip
Diocese of Ogdensburg. Parish

filled solutions to tough mar-
riage, family, and personal
problems.

Stephen Tartaglia, director
of the Department of Family
Life, said that “This confer-
ence aims to build up mar-
riage and family life in the
North Country and help mar-
ried couples and those think-
ing of marriage understand
the importance of the voca-
tion of marriage as a path to
holiness for themselves,
their spouse and their chil-
dren.

“The family is the basic
building block of society, and

ily life through strong and re-
silient marriages, helps build
up a culture of love and sta-
bility,” Tartaglia said.

He said that the conference
is aimed at:

¢ Anyone interested in bet-
ter understanding and/or
promoting the Catholic view
of marriage, especially Com-
missioned Lay Ministers,
those working with engaged
couples, marriage counsel-
ing, struggling marriages;

¢ Married couples, whether
longtime married or newly-
weds who want a deeper in-
sight into married life and

Welcome Spring!
Visit our website at www.northcountrycatholic.org
to pay by Credit Card for immediate delivery.

OR Send this coupon with payment to:
North Country Catholic
PO Box 106, Canajoharie, New York, 13317

**Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery when mailing in your renewal**

O Inside Diocese $27 O Outside Diocese $30

I want to be a Patron: 00 $3500$5000 $10000 $250
O New Subscription [0 Renewal

O Please send my
subscription to my
e-mail address:

¢ Young adults considering
marriage and older teens,
mature enough to hear what
the sacrament of matrimony

at www.rcdony.org/marriage
or by contacting the Family
Life office at 315-393-2920,
ext. 1420. The cost for the

is all about. day is $20.

JOB OPENING

Communications Director

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Ogdensburg is seeking a
Communications Director.

The Communications Director assists the Bishop in advancing
the mission of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Ogdensburg
through strategic communications and media relations using
print, audio, video and digital media.

The Communications Director, as Newspaper Editor, directs
and implements the North Country Catholic’s mission, editorial
content, news operations, product development, and business
affairs. The Communication Director oversees and coordinates
the digital media currently in use by the Diocese and devises a
strategic plan to expand the use of digital media in the
distribution of a unified message.

Applicants should be a practicing Catholic with the ability to
demonstrate a vision of the newspaper’s mission. The
applicant must have a mastery of journalism, grammar,
communication skills and general news operation. Applicants
must have a bachelor’s degree in communications or related
field. Submit letter of interest, resume and three professional
references to:

Submit letter of interest, resume and three professional
references to:
Human Resources Office
Diocese of Ogdensburg
P.O. Box 369, Ogdensburg, NY 13669.
Deadline for application is March 29, 2018.
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FROM THE RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY DESK
Sharing pro-life views is
more important than ever

By Colleen Miner
Director, Respect Life Ministry

Just a few weeks ago, hun-
dreds of thousands of us
came together in defense of
human life at the March for
Life. Now, inspired and en-
ergized, we need to make
our voices heard closer to
home before pending legis-
lation in New York further
diminishes the rights of the
unborn.

Today 76% of Americans
support some limitations on
abortion. Despite more and
more states enacting sensi-
ble limitations on abortions,
New York State is doing the
opposite.

On January 16, 2018, Gov-
ernor Cuomo introduced his
budget bill, S.7511. In the
bill, he included an abortion
expansion proposal. If the
budget passes, virtually all
limitations on abortion will
be lifted. This is particularly
dangerous, because the law
requires a budget to be
passed by April 1.

The Governor's bill would
align New York with the
most liberal abortion laws
in the world.

¢ The bill would remove
our current law's limit and
allow abortions after 24
weeks. Studies show that a
fetus experiences pain at 20
weeks.

¢ 5-10% of babies are born
alive after a late-term abor-
tion procedure, and those
infants are currently pro-

tected. This bill would elim-
inate the law that requires
that a baby born alive after
an abortion be given ade-
quate health care.

¢ This bill would permit
non-doctors to do abortions
- the state government
could grant a license to per-
form abortions to anyone.

¢ The bill would eliminate
all criminal penalties for
abortions - so even if an
abortion was against a
mother's will (involuntary or
coerced), or if an unborn
child is deliberately tar-
geted for an act of violence,
it could not be prosecuted.

What can we do about this?

The Action Center of the
New York State Catholic
Conference has made it very
easy for us to oppose this
proposal through their web-
site. The following steps
will allow you to electroni-
cally sign your name to a
pre-written letter that will
route to your senator:

1. Go to:
www.nyscatholic.org

2. Search for: Abortion Ex-
pansion

3. Follow the small red
link on the top left side
"Take action now."

You can also go there by
typing this into your
browser:

www.nyscatholic.org/nys-
catholic-conference-action-
center, and look for the
action that says, "Oppose
Abortion Expansion in State

NOITH COUNTIY CATHOLIC HAS GONE GIEEN
t'jb Here is what one subscriber has to say: tr;

“What a pleasure to be able to read the North Country
Catholic online. I am pleased that it has been offered in
this manner - as sometimes I don't have time to sit and
read a paper - but when I can't sleep at night - [ log
onto the computer. Very nice gesture - thanks”

To sign up to receive the AZC'in your e-mail you can call our office at
315-608-7556

Budget!"
4. Enter your information
5. Select "Send Message"

Protecting God’s Children

The Diocese of Ogdenshurg has
scheduled sessions for Protecting
God's Children for Adults. Pre-regis-
tration online is required in order to
participate. Preregister at www.vir-
tus.org by selecting the registration
button and following the directions.
Further information is available from
Jill Lawrence, 315-393-2920, ext,
1440

Upcoming sessions:

March 21 - 6 p.m., St. Patrick’s
Church, Chateaugay

March 23 - 6:30 p.m., Sacred Heart
Church, Massena

March 28 - 9 a.m., diocesan offices,
Ogdensburg

This week marks the anniversary
of the deaths of the following
clergymen who have served in the
Diocese of Ogdensburg

March 23 — Msgr. Paul T. Joly, 1987
March 24 — Rev. George Roskwital-
ski, 0.FM. Conv., 1980

March 25 — Rev. Michael D. Char-
bonneau, 1909

March 26 — Rev.Thomas J. Rodgers,
0.5.A.,1971; Msgr. William E.
LaVallee, 1976

March 27 — Rev.Bernard Marron,
1927;Rev.Henry Cormerais, 1938;
Rev. Lawrence Gerrity, 0.5.A., 1981;
Rev.John L.Gallagher,0.5.A., 1982
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Tor Doeations

Bishop's Schedule

March 21 -7 p.m., Mass at St.
Mary’s Church in Brushton for the
Parish Lenten Mission

March 22 — 11 a.m., Chrism Mass
at St.Mary’s Cathedral

March 23 — 10:50 a.m., Mass at St.
Joseph’s Home in Ogdensburg

3:30 PM., Opening Ceremony for
the Ogdensburg Boys and Girls Club
Expo at the OFA Golden Dome in
Ogdensburg

March 24 — 4 p.m., Mass at St.
Mary’s Cathedral

March 25 — 8a.m., Mass at St.
Mary’s Cathedral

1p.m., Lenten Penance Service
at St.Mary’s Cathedral

March 26 — 12 p.m., Mass at St.
Mary’s Cathedral

March 27 — 12 p.m., Mass at St.
Mary’s Cathedral

March 28 - 9 a.m., St. Joseph’s
Home Board of Managers Meeting
at St.Joseph’s Home in Ogdensburg

12 p.m., Mass at St. Mary’s
Cathedral

To Report Abuse

If you have a complaint of sus-
pected misconduct involving dioce-
san clergy, religious, employees or
volunteers, contact Victims Assis-
tance Coordinator, Terrianne Yan-
ulavich, Adult & Youth Counseling
Services of Northern New York, 618
Lake Rd, Chateaugay, NY 12920;
terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com
Phone: Day: 518-651-2267, Night:
518-569-0612; or Father Christopher
(arrara, the Episcopal Vicar for Pas-
toral Personnel at 315-393-2920

Environmental Stewardship

‘Crossing the Bridge

to Justice’

According to our Catholic teachings
rooted in Scripture, Christian service
has two feet.

One‘foot'is direct service by indi-
vidual acts of charity that helps people
survive their present problems.

The other foot’ looks at social
change and our political responsibility
to remove the causes of the problems.

One person’s image of his Lenten
journey was crossing a bridge from
almsgiving (charitable act) to the acts
of social justice (political responsibil-
ity).

In his own words“l work to develop
a discipline of almsgiving so that my
life can be good news to the poor. | rec-
ognize that my charity is so desper-
ately needed because thereis so little
justice in the world.| know the world is
fractured by sin,and | cannot create a
perfect world. . .but surely | can do
something to help create a better one.
This a hard bridge for me to cross.|‘d
much rather deal directly with the
poor who are part of my life orwhom |
hear about because of special needs.
But | need to cross that bridge and try
to address society’s systems and struc-
tures. . .at least to get the poor placed
higher on our local and national agen-
das.” (Permission given by Little Books
of the Diocese of Saginaw, Inc.)

Catholics'social teachings begin
with the need to respect the life and
dignity of the human person and
move to recognition of the responsibil-
ity to make a decent life possible for
others.To accomplish this goal, it be-
comes necessary to look at the social
structures in our society to ensure that
the rights of workers and the care for
our common home, the earth, are re-
spected.

It may take a long time to cross the
bridge’but using both ‘feet' we can
truly make the world a little better
each day.

Where am | on the journey from
charity and justice?

e Search archived papers

l] Find us on Facebook!

Visit our website

www.northcountrycatholic.org
e Read Bishop LaValley’s columns

e View diocesan events and much more
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By Marika Donders
Director of Evangelization

Sixth in a series

The nature of work is
often misunderstood. We
think of work as a burden
or, otherwise, as a way to
amass wealth, or power. But
work is a gift that allows us
to make the world a better
place and allows us to be
co-creators with God as we
support our families.

We often forget that, as St.
John Paul Il reminded us in
his document “On Human
Work” that Jesus “became
like us in all things devoted
most of the years of his life
on earth to manual work at
the carpenter's bench... The
value of human work is not
primarily the kind of work
being done but the fact that
the one who is doing it is a
person. The sources of the
dignity of work are to be
sought primarily in the sub-
jective dimension, not in
the objective one.” (On
Human Work #6).

Another way of looking at
is is that work exists for the
person, not the person for
work.

One thing that has always
stayed with me was when |
started my undergraduate
degree in Architecture at
Georgia Tech. During our
orientation, the Dean of the
College of Architecture
spoke to us about the usual
requirements and expecta-
tions. But then he called
forward an older gentleman
wearing overalls. The Dean
introduced him as the lead

MAKE ME AN INSTRUMENT OF YOUR PEACE

The dignity of work and the rights of workers

Lord,

makg me an instrument

of your peace;
where there is hatred,

let me sow love;

where there 1s injury, pardon;

where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
and where there is sadness,
Jo-
- St. Francis of Assisi

janitor of the Architecture
Building and then explained
to us that he was one of the
senior janitors on campus
who had CHOSEN to work in
the Architecture building.
This building was open 24
hours a day, and most jani-
tors who had a choice rather
worked in other buildings
that were less difficult to
keep clean.

We were told in no uncer-
tain terms that we would
treat him with respect be-
cause his work was impor-
tant.

If the Dean was out a
week, all that would happen
was that paper would pile
up on his desk. If the Jani-
tor was out for a week, you

Weekly meeting - Wednesdays at 7:30 PM
St. Peter’s Church, Plattsburgh
Upstairs Room

Adult Children of Alcoholics is a recovery program for adults
whose lives were affected as a result of being raised in an
alcoholic or other dysfunctional family. It is based on the

success of Alcoholics Anonymous and employs its version of

the Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions.

For more information on ACA, go to www.adultchildren.org

wouldn’t be able to walk
through the building be-
cause of all the paper and
cardboard that would pile
up on the floor.

All work is important and
worthy of respect because
the inherent dignity of the
person who works.

Because of the dignity of
the person who works (and
because work exists for the
worker, not the other way
around), the worker has cer-
tain rights that need to be
protected such as the right
to a just and livable wage,
safe working conditions,
and the right of the worker
to benefit from his work.
There is a right to leisure
and retirement, and a right
of the workers to unionize
in solidarity with each other
if they so choose in order to
protect, bargain for and en-
sure these rights.

At the same time, those of
us who work also have a re-
sponsibility to those who
are unemployed, underem-
ployed, or unable to work.
We have a responsibility to
care for them and work to
help them back on their feet
and find meaningful work.

In our globalized world,
we also have to protect the
rights of workers around
the globe, not just those in
our back yard. We have to
think about and consider
the work involved with
those things we purchase
and consume.

Think of something as
simple as chocolate and the
work that goes into making

that candy bar: the workers
who harvest the cocoa
beans, those who process
the beans, those who load
the ships and the shippers
who send the beans to be
processed into cocoa, and
then ship the cocoa to the
chocolate factory where
workers combine the cocoa
and sugar and other ingredi-
ent to make that candy-bar
you might have given up for
lent but you will be pur-
chasing for your Easter bas-
kets.

We have a responsibility,
to think of the workers and
purchase, where possible
fair trade or those items
that do not have unfair
labor or slave labor in their
manufacturing process.
Every purchasing decision
we make is a moral deci-
sion.

Some things to consider
this week:

e How does your work
allow you use your gifts to
provide for your community
and family?

¢ How does your work
contribute to your wellbeing
and happiness?

¢ How do you live in soli-
darity with workers in your
community and around the
globe?

Diocese of ¢ [

Ogdensburg - y J

Directory

Order your 2018 Diocesan Directory!
B
The Official 2018 Directory of the Diocese of
Ogdensburg includes detailed information
about parishes, schools and other
Catholic organizations.

Order online at www.northcountrycatholic.org
for faster delivery or fill out the form below.

Make checks payable to:
North Country Catholic
PO Box 106
Canajoharie, NY 13317

The Rornus Cemellc Dicecoeof (Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery when mailing in)
Enclosed is my check for $ for directories
Name
$15'oo Address
each ) )
City, State Zip
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Carthage girls learn about virtues in a club that features faith, friends and fun

Little Flowers bloom at St. James

By Mary Lou Kilian
Editor

CARTHAGE-Sixth grader Betha-
nee Motes is a one of the
original members of the Lit-
tle Flowers Girls Club at St.
James Parish and loves being
part of the group.

Along with the craft proj-
ects, she enjoys the chance
to “help the younger kids
with everything they need
help with at Little Flowers.”

One of the little ones, Kelly
Carey, a second grader, said
"l like being a Little Flower
because we get to do really
fun crafts, we decorate cook-
ies and we do a lot fun things
with saints. All the saints
helped in different ways. My
favorite one to learn about
was the story of Fatima.

Bethanee and Kelly are
among 19 current members
of the parish girls’ group
started three years ago by
Talitha Workman and Mary
Bracy.

“Little Flowers is a club for
Catholic girls that teaches
virtues by focusing on fe-
male saints,” Mrs. Workman
said. “Girls are able to learn
in a club-like atmosphere
with friends while engaging
in fun activities and commu-
nity service.”

In the beginning

“I personally was involved
with another Little Flowers
Club with my oldest daugh-
ter when we lived in Ger-
many and we both really
enjoyed the experience,” she
said. “Mary Bracy has a sister
who also organized a club
with her parish in Potsdam
so she was also somewhat fa-
miliar with the club.

“Mary and I met and be-
came friends while two of
our daughters were in pre-
school together,” Mrs. Work-
man said. “She and I had
been considering starting a
club for a long time because
we feel that it would be very
beneficial to our own daugh-
ters and also the other young

At the kick-off meeting for the Little Flowers Girls Club of St.James in Carthage the girls made flower crowns and St.

Therese sacrifice beads. St. Therese is the patroness of the club. Pictured, front from left, are Shayla Bott, Adeline
Workman, Kelly Carey, Joleigh Combetta, and Emma Duffy; middle, Lucy Olley, Bethanee Motes, Erin Bracy, and
Samantha Becker; and back, Audrey Schemmel-Moyer, Anna Scott, Karla Santos, Annabelle Workman and Jordis Woj-

cikowski.

girls of our parish.

“We must have discerned
the call to start a club for two
years,” she said. “Finally we

During a talent showcase at M
owbrook care facility in Carthage,
Brigid Bracy and Adeline Workman
dance to Cotton Eye Joe to enter-
tain residents.

felt that the time was right in
2015.”

At that time, two of Mrs.
Workman’s daughters and
two of Mrs. Bracy’s daughters
were at the ages to partici-
pate (K-8th grade).

“We both felt that a
Catholic girls club would be
wonderful opportunity for
the girls of our parish to
learn about our church's
faith and traditions, develop
strong virtues, and learn
about female saints, all while
building self-esteem, gaining
friendships, and having fun,”
Mrs. Workman said.

Saint of the month

During the first year, the
girls learned about one fe-
male saint each month, fo-
cusing on that saint's life and
a virtue which that saint
demonstrated.

“We introduced the girls to
these virtues and taught
them how important these
virtues are in our Catholic
faith and ways that they can
emulate the saints by prac-
ticing the virtues,” Mrs. Work-
man said. “Badges or petals

were earned for each virtue,
including truthfulness, in-
dustry, faith, and piety, just
to name a few. As petals are
earned they are sewn onto
their sash to make up a
flower wreath.”

Mrs. Workman said that the
“best part about Little Flow-
ers is that the girls learned all
these different virtues dur-
ing the course of the years,
all while having fun in a club-
like atmosphere with
friends.”

“They sing together, pray
together, do crafts, read sto-
ries, and play games,” she
said.

Also, over the course of the
year the girls participated in
several community service
projects. They made patri-
otic thank-you cards to be
distributed at the local VFW
on Veteran's Day. They also
organized a trip to Country
Manor Nursing facility in
Carthage in December of that
year to carol and give resi-
dents handmade Christmas
ornaments as they com-
pleted their work toward
earning their ‘Love of Neigh-
bor’ petal.

Learning about Fatima

Now in its third year, the
club is providing different
opportunities for the girls.

Behold Publishing offered
a special badge that the girls
are eligible to earn this year
to commemorate the 100-
year anniversary of Fatima.
Earning this badge required
the girls to become experts
about the story of Fatima.

“We spent our first three
meetings of this year focus-
ing on Fatima, the visionar-
ies, the messages,” Mrs.
Workman said. “They were all
very excited to participate in
learning this information and
enjoyed a trivia/jeopardy
type game testing their
knowledge at the last Fatima
meeting.

Since then, the girls have
earned one patch per month
focusing on patron saints, in-
cluding St. Cecilia, the patron
saint of music, in December
and St. Bernadette, the pa-
tron saint of embroidery in
January.

“With a generous donation
of supplies from one of our
parishioners, the girls were
able to learn some basic em-
broidery stitches and com-
plete a small embroidery
project,” Mrs. Workman said.
“I was amazed at how well
the girls did with this; all of
the girls were so enthusiastic
about learning this handi-
craft.”

For the remainder of this
year the Little Flowers will
learn about one saint per
month and will do activities
or learn a skill associated
with, for example, the patron
saints of cooking and knit-
ting.

“The club has become very
popular and something that
we all enjoy very much,” Mrs.
Workman said. “Mary and I
have really enjoyed watching
these girls grow (many of the
girls have been with us for all
three years!) and feel blessed
to get to help mold them into
faith-filled young ladies.

“We plan to continue lead-
ing this group as long as we
can,” she said.
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MOTHER MARY’S SIMPLE SUPPER
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Sacred Heart Parish in Chazy has started a new outreach program called
Mother Mary's Simple Supper. Volunteers gather at the parish center to
make homemade soup, rolls, and cookies to be delivered to people in the
community who are either shut in, disabled, alone, or who have experienced
arecent loss. On the first delivery, parishioners brought a simple supper to
17 households. Later in the Spring, they hope to invite, and transport those
who need a ride, to enjoy a little social time and meal served at the parish
center. Pictured, above, Cheryl Henry fills delivery bags; below, Lynn Trombly
is shown making cookies.

Refreshment for the
mind, body and soul

| ask every Catholic family to subscribe to the North Country Catholic,

our wonderful, award-winning diocesan newspaper.

Those who read

the NCC enjoy timely and relevant articles on prayer, scripture, Church
and religious news. Please consider how important it is today to be an
informed Catholic Christian and allow our diocesan newspaper to be a

vehicle to help you and your families grow in faith.

~Bishop Terry R. LaValley

The Diocese of Ogdenshurg

NORTH_COUNTRY

T HOLIC

ubscribe or renew to the North Countr

Catholic toda

. Place your envelope in your parish collection

. Online at our \\'ebsite: WW\\'.IlOI‘th(‘OllIltl‘yCat}]OliC.Ol‘g
. Call our office at 315-608-7556
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CNS/PAUL HARING
Pope Francis appears for the first time on the central balcony of St.
Peter's Basilica at the Vatican in this March 13,2013, file photo

Five years a pope

VATICANQITY (CNS) -- Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio was elected
pope just a few days after telling the College of Cardinals
that the Catholic Church faced a clear choice between
being a church that "goes out" or a church focused on its
internal affairs.

After the cardinal from Buenos Aires, Argentina, was
elected March 13, 2013, and chose the name Francis, he
made "go out," "periphery" and "throwaway culture" stan-
dard phrases in the papal vocabulary.

Catholics have a wide variety of opinions about how
Pope Francis is exercising the papal ministry, and many of
his comments - both in informal news conferences and in
formal documents --have stirred controversy. But, as he
wrote in "Evangelii Gaudium," the apostolic exhortation
laying out the vision for his pontificate: "I prefer a church
which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out
on the streets, rather than a church which is unhealthy
from being confined and from clinging to its own security."

But there are two areas of internal church affairs that he
recognized needed immediate attention: the reform of the
Roman Curia and the full protection of children and vul-
nerable adults from clerical sexual abuse.

The organizational reform of the Curia has been taking
place in stages, but Pope Francis has insisted that the real
reform is a matter of changing hearts and embracing serv-
ice.

Follow Pope Francis on
Twitter!
www.twitter.com/Pontifex

¥ #Pontifex

Receive the NCC in your e-mail every
Monday where ever you are in the world.
E-mail eward@dioogdensburg.org
10 sign up today.

Irish-born religious recall
leaving homeland to devote
lives to American children

By Jerri Donohue
Catholic News Service

BRECKSVILLE, OHIO (CNS) -- When
Sister Anne McCrohan said
goodbye to her parents and
most of her 10 siblings at a
train station in County Kerry,
she thought it was forever.

At age 18, Sister McCrohan
had agreed to go to America
to teach parochial school stu-
dents.

"l just had the desire to do
something special with the
life God gave me," the 86-
year-old Religious Sister of
Mercy said of her youthful
commitment.

After World War II, Ameri-
can classrooms swelled with
baby boomers. Desperate for
English-speaking sisters,
some bishops turned to Ire-
land for help. Sister McCro-
han arrived in the Diocese of
Sacramento, California, in
1949, but Irish Sisters of
Mercy had been working
there since 1857. For more
than 100 years, none re-
turned home.

Sister McCrohan adapted
to religious life, college and a
new country - all at the same
time.Because they lived with
American and Mexican sis-
ters, she and her four com-
panions made an immediate
adjustment.

"We couldn't talk Irish all
day long and ignore every-
body else," Sister McCrohan
said in a phone interview
from Auburn, California.

Four Irish-born pastors
eventually urged the Mercy
sisters' superiors to permit
home visits. Somehow the
priests arranged for funds
for four or five sisters to
make the trip each summer.

When Sister McCrohan's
turn came in 1963, she al-
ready had made final vows,
graduated from college and
become an American citizen.
She fondly recalls her fam-
ily's first joyful reunion.

"It was amazing," she said.
"There was a group of about
22 at the airport to greet me."

After World War I,
American classrooms
swelled with baby
boomers. Desperate
for English-speaking
sisters, some bishops
turned to Ireland
for help

Sister Fabian Quigley left
Tipperary, Ireland, in 1949 as
a 15-year old postulant of the
Sisters of the Incarnate Word.
Religious vocations were
common in her family.

"My father had four sisters
as nuns and a brother a
priest," Sister Quigley said.

In Cleveland, she gradu-
ated from an all-girls
Catholic high school and
started college. She didn't
struggle with homesickness
because there were many
other Irish sisters in the com-
munity.

"What used to be a little
more difficult was 'visiting
Sunday' for the postulants
and novices, when their fam-
ilies came and we had no-
body coming," she recalled.

Sister Quigley received her
first teaching assignment, a
class of 65 sixth-graders, as
soon as she completed two
years of college. She then
went to school on Saturdays
and during the summer until
she earned her degree. She
was excused from work the
day she and 11 other Sisters
of the Incarnate Word be-
came U.S. citizens. Sister
Quigley rode the bus back to
the convent, clutching her
little American flag.

She returned to Ireland
nine years after her depar-
ture. Trips home became
more frequent for Sister
Quigley and other Irish sis-

ters in later years.

"Our community was ab-
solutely wonderful to us,"
she said.

Loreto Sister Josephine
O'Brien was a 31-year-old
teacher when she and four
other Loreto sisters arrived
in Phoenix in 1954. They
wore long serge habits, lived
without air-conditioning and
suffered in the hot weather.
But Sister O'Brien remembers
their happiness.

"We had great fun among
ourselves," she said. "We did
Irish dancing and things like
that. We were still Irish."

When her students misbe-
haved, Sister O'Brien some-
times reprimanded them in
Gaelic, a successful ploy to
quiet them.

She taught for two decades
in Arizona and California be-
fore encountering a quirk of
American culture when she
transferred to the Chicago
area.

Another woman religious
asked Sister O'Brien if she
was a Cubs fan or a White
Sox fan. Sister O'Brien was
neither, and so the sister ad-
vised her to be a Sox fan like
everyone else in the house.

"And so I'm a Sox fan, even
though I don't know a thing
about it," Sister O'Brien said.

She returned to County Of-
faly several times. Her doctor
ruled out travel for health
reasons 14 vyear ago. Six
nephews and her brother, a
missionary priest home on
leave from Africa, came to
America for her 60th jubilee.

Now 95, Sister O'Brien
misses the sisters who came
to the States with her in
1954.

"They have all gone to
God," she said.

She spends St. Patrick's
Day listening to Irish music
alone in her room.

"I'm never not lonely on St.
Patrick's Day," Sister O'Brien
said. "I'm at home that day in
my own mind."
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CATHOLIC Study of the universe 'an

act of worship,' Vatican
astronomer says in Troy

WORLD

AT A GLANCE

Church leaders praise Hawking for contribution to dialogue
VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Theoretical physicist Stephen Hawking, who said he did
not believe in God, was still an esteemed member of the Pontifical Academy of
Sciences and fostered a fruitful dialogue between science and faith. The acad-
emy, which Pope Pius IX established in 1847, tweeted, "We are deeply saddened
about the passing of our remarkable Academician Stephen #Hawking who was
so faithful to our Academy. He told the 4 Popes he met that he wanted to ad-
vance the relationship between Faith and Scientific Reason. We pray the Lord to
welcome him in his Glory," @CasinaPiolV, the academy, tweeted March 14.The
Vatican observatory, @SpecolaVaticana, also expressed its condolences to Hawk-
ing's family. "We value the enormous scientific contribution he has made to
quantum cosmology and the courage he had in facing illness," the observatory
tweeted in Italian.The British-born theoretical physicist, cosmologist and popu-
lar author died March 14 at the age of 76.

Urge protections for supporters of traditional marriage
WASHINGTON (CNS) -- The chairmen of two U.S. bishops' committees March 14
called the First Amendment Defense Act "a modest and important measure"
because it protects those who believe marriage is "the union of one man and
one woman." Sen. Mike Lee, R-Utah, recently reintroduced the measure in the
Senate. The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops "has been vocal in support of
the legislation since its inception," said a joint statement by Archbishop Joseph
E. Kurtz of Louisville, Kentucky, chairman of the Committee for Religious Liberty,
and Bishop James D. Conley of Lincoln, Nebraska, chairman of the Subcommit-
tee for the Promotion and Defense of Marriage. In welcoming its reintroduction,
they said the First Amendment Defense Act "is a modest and important meas-
ure that protects the rights of faith-based organizations and people of all faiths
and of no faith who believe that marriage is the union of one man and one
woman

Christian activists: militias target religious minorities in Syria
AMMAN, Jordan (CNS) -- Jihadists allied with Turkey are hunting down religious
minorities to kill them in Syria's northwest, Christian activists warn, as Turkey
and its allies have encircled the Kurdish-held town of Afrin and are relentlessly
pushing through. Turkey is using hardline jihadist proxies, including Islamic
State and al-Qaida militants, to eliminate the presence of Kurds and other eth-
nic and religious minorities along its border, the activists said. "The situation is
dire.They feel desperate. They are crying out to God every hour," humanitarian
Charmaine Hedding told Catholic News Service. Hedding directs the Shai Fund, a
Christian aid organization that provides humanitarian supplies to Afrin's citi-
zens. "The jihadist militants consider Yezidis 'infidels," while there have been an-
nouncements made that if you kill Christians, you will go straight to paradise,"
she said. Hedding referred to her conversations on a satellite phone March 15
with Christians and Yezidis trapped in Afrin, saying cell phone service had since
been cut. In New York, UNICEF said "reports from inside Afrin indicate that
dozens of children have been killed and many more injured since the start of
hostilities in the district."

By Kate Blain
Catholic News Service

TROY, N.Y. (CNS) - Jesuit Brother
Guy Consolmagno, director
of the Vatican Observatory,
told a crowd at a Troy
Catholic Church that "the
study of the universe is an
act of worship."

He cited Psalm 139, "O
Lord, you have searched me
and you know me," and
added: "There are places in
the universe we haven't set
foot on yet, and maybe we
won't," but they are "as much
a part of God's creation" as
the earth.

"God is bigger than just
what we see around here,"
Brother Consolmagno said.

Attendees were visibly
moved by the photos he
shared of planetary land-
scapes, moon craters, stars
and galaxies. He was quick to
note that none of the images
were artist's renderings;
close-up photos showed
places "we have visited with
our machinery and left our
footprints."

The astronomer empha-
sized the need to see other
heavenly bodies as specific
places. He shared a clip from
a panel discussion televised
on C-SPAN after a Mars rover
landing in which a mission
team member described his
awe at seeing photos of the
red Martian landscape.

Brother Consolmagno re-
lated all of this to faith in his
talk Feb. 28 at Christ Sun of
Justice in Troy as part of the
parish's annual weeklong
Lenten speaker series.

"Wonderful.  Absolutely
wonderful," Father Edward
Kacerguis, pastor, declared
as he took in the crowd.

Father Kacerguis told The
Evangelist, the newspaper of
the Albany Diocese, that he
had been shocked when
Brother Consolmagno imme-

diately accepted his invita-
tion to participate in Christ
Sun of Justice's Lenten pro-
gram.

The astronomer's presence
was particularly apt because
the parish is located on the
campus of Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute, where stu-
dents study ground-breaking
science and technology.

Brother Consolmagno had
spent the day at Rensselaer,
meeting with graduate stu-
dents, undergrads and mem-
bers of the physics
department and leading a
colloquium in the afternoon
before delivering his evening
Lenten address.

Throughout the talk, pho-
tos flashed by on the
viewscreen:

e The rocky surface of
Venus, captured by a Russian
lander that lasted only min-
utes in the 700-degree, high-
pressure atmosphere where
sulfuric acid fills the air.

¢ [0, a moon of Jupiter with
a yellow surface covered
with erupting volcanoes.

¢ "Earthrise,"” with the earth
seen from orbit, coming up
from behind the moon.

Along with the pictures
came quotes from St. Francis
of Assisi's "Canticle of the
Sun": "Be praised, my Lord,
through all your creatures,
especially Sir Brother Sun ...
through Sister Moon and the
stars ... through Brothers
Wind and Air ... through Sis-
ter Water ... through Brother
Fire ... through our Sister,
Mother Earth."

The canticle was com-
posed in the year 1225, but
Brother Consolmagno said
its spirit is just as applicable
today. He pointed to
"Laudato Si'," Pope Francis'
encyclical which expressed
similar ideas about respect
for creation.

"We are made by God and
we are siblings,” the as-
tronomer said. "To exploit

nature is to exploit your little
sister."

Brother Consolmagno is a
native of Detroit. He shared
his own life story, from
studying the moons of
Jupiter to serving in the
Peace  Corps, teaching
physics and, in 1993, joining
the staff at the Vatican Ob-
servatory, where he has stud-
ied meteorites and asteroids
and now serves as director.

Though the observatory's
headquarters are in the papal
summer gardens at Castel
Gandolfo, south of Rome,
much of its work is done on
Mount. Graham, northeast of
Tucson, Arizona, where the
Vatican Advanced Technol-
ogy Telescope is located.

Brother Guy also has trav-
eled to Antarctica to search
for meteorites. He noted that
the photos he took there re-
sembled the surfaces of

other planetary bodies:
harsh, barren landscapes
that, nevertheless, have

much to reveal about cre-
ation.

Even the smallest mete-
orite cross section - thinner
than a human hair - shows
incredible crystalline struc-
tures, he said, noting "that
sense of discovery, that I've
seen this little thing ... it's
like the voice of God behind
me, saying, 'Isn't this cool?'

"This is what human be-
ings do: You look at the sky
and you say, 'Wow," he said.
"That's why we do astron-
omy: because we are hunger-
ing for more than food, and
we need to be fed."

After his talk, Brother Con-
solmagno told The Evangel-
ist that studying the stars
makes the petty problems of
life insignificant. "We get so
provincial in thinking our
problems are the world's
problems. God who created
the universe is perfectly ca-
pable of taking care of us," he
said.
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS

The drama of Holy Week begins

With Palm Sunday, we
enter into the most
sacred week of the
year, celebrating the
“Paschal Mystery” of
the passion, death,
and resurrection of
Jesus.

Latecomers to
Mass this Sunday
are usually embar-
rassed as they open
the church door

“All Glory Laud and Honor”.
The first reading
from the 50th chap-
ter of Isaiah speaks
of the Suffering Ser-

vant with the well-
polished tongue
who patiently but
boldly speaks the
saving truth “to a
weary world”.

How skillfully the
Church shows us

quietly, only to find ~ Monsignor that, long ago, God
themselves rightin ~ PaulE. foretold the depths
the middle of the ac-  Whitmore of suffering His Son

tion as an usher hur-
riedly thrusts a palm
branch into their hands for
the reading of the first of
two Gospels.

The Holy Week drama has
begun, with the singing of
“Hosannas” and, usually,

would endure, set-
ting his face “like
flint”, not flinching, not
turning back.

St. Paul’s second reading
is all about Jesus’ “kenosis”,
the emptying out of His di-
vine glory, that He might be-

come the humble servant,
human like us in all things
but sin. No wonder every
knee must bow at the men-
tion of His name! How the
early Church fought to
maintain the doctrine that
Jesus is both God and man.
What a stupendous sacrifice
for our redemption!

The Church is a master of
drama in the liturgies of this
week.

In the use of the Celebrant
and two readers for the Pas-
sion this week, and in the
congregations’ voice, we all
become part of the action.

Most feel embarrassed to
cry “Crucify Him!” with the
palm branches still in our
hands. We feel like hyp-
ocrites. Yet our sin is what
placed us in that position.

Palm Sunday
READINGS
(at the Procession)
Mark 11:1-10
(at Mass)
Isaiah 50:4-7
Philippians 2:6-11
Mark 14:1-15:47

It helps drive home the
crime of deicide!

St. Mark presses the ques-
tion, “Who is Jesus?” all
through his gospel.

As we watch the heaven’s
darken and hear the thun-
der, we cry with that centu-
rion, “Indeed this was the
Son of God!” We should beat

our breasts at the realiza-
tion of what our sins have
done!”

The shock of Palm Sun-
day’s liturgy compresses
two thousand years into
this Year of Our Lord. We
have no place to hide. We
need to suspend all other
activities, quiet our busy-
ness, and focus on the
events of this week.

It’s all in the sacred
Liturgy, the local penance
services, the Stations of the
Cross, the Thursday night
adoration and the Good Fri-
day veneration of the Cross.

All will prepare us for the
coming out of darkness into
the new fire, the new light,
the new saving water of the
Easter Vigil—and Resurrec-
tion.

AVOICE OF FAITH

In the face of miseries... be happy anyway!

By Father John Catoir
Contributing writer

Faith hears the voice of
love speaking and abiding
in one’s heart. It pervades
and penetrates one’s whole
being.

God is always acting in
our lives. He usually speaks
ever so softly. The message

is simple, “I have come that
your joy may be full.”

He wants you to know
that you can face the hard-
ships of life and still find
contentment. The knowl-
edge of God’s love will sus-
tain you.

He wants you to be appre-
ciative of the fact that He is
supplying you with hope,
inspiration, strength, and

JOB OPENING

Wadhams Hall Business Manager

grounds upkeep.

Wadhams Hall Retreat Center in Ogdensburg, NY is
seeking a person to serve as Business Manager.

The Business Manager is responsible for the total
operation of the Retreat Center.

The responsibilities include the fiscal operation, building
maintenance, kitchen, housing, and buildings and

A complete job description can be sent to interested
persons by writing to msgraucoin@mac.com.

Interested candidates should send their letter of interest
along with a Curriculum Vitae to:
Rev. Msgr. Robert H. Aucoin
850 Arsenal St., Watertown, NY, 13601

encouragement.

Coping with the miseries
of life can be challenging. If
you've had a parent who
wasn't there for you when
you were in need, you know
what it is to be miserable,
emotionally drained.

Nevertheless, God wants
you to recover and move
forward. He speaks to you.
From the deep recesses of
your mind the Lord whis-
pers, “Be happy anyway.”

Perhaps you've experi-
enced betrayal by a trusted
friend; someone who was
caught stealing from you.
You were furious at first,
and it turned to hurt.

Then you hear that inner
voice saying, “Be happy any-
way.”

Jesus came to earth that
your joy may be full, and He
speaks to you frequently
about it.

Life is shattered time and
again by broken hearts, un-
expected deaths, and spite-
ful neighbors. Sometimes
your own human weakness
brings added misery.

Through it all, faith hears
the voice of love speaking a
language that seems foreign
to our ears.

When we try to under-
stand how God thinks, we
look to Jesus for guidance.
And what do we find? At the
heart of God’s great love for
us we find The Way of the
Cross.

“For this you have been
called, because Christ suf-
fered for you, leaving an ex-
ample, so that you should
follow in His steps.”- 1 Peter
2:21.

Christ’s passion and death
show us true love. Jesus is
the way.

“No one has greater love
than this, to lay down one’s
life out of love for His
friends.”-John 15-13.

The passion of Christ was
a spiritual demonstration of
how we are called to live our
lives in self-giving, without
counting the cost.

“The memory of the Pas-
sion of Jesus is the door
which leads to intimate
union with God.”-St. Paul of

the Cross.

By depending on God’s
strength and joy we gain
victory over death, and joy
gradually prevails over sor-
row.

By serving God and neigh-
bor as best we can, we suf-
fer many crosses, but joy
soon follows. We hear the
faint words of God, “Be
happy anyway.”

How is it possible to re-
cover from abandonment,
betrayal, or the death of a
loved one? In the natural
order it isn’t, but by listen-
ing to our inner voice, we
gain perspective.

All the miseries that sur-
rounds us, gradually lose
their power. We begin to pay
them no mind. We only lis-
ten to the words:

“Be happy anyway, my
chosen one, holy and
beloved; clothe yourself
with compassion, kindness,
humility, meekness, and pa-
tience, and all will be well,”-
Colossians 3-12.

May the Lord be your
strength and your joy.



HNORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC

. ENTERTAINMENT

MARCH 21, 2018

AT THE MOVIES

A WRINKLE IN TIME

By John Mulderig
Catholic News Service

Director Ava DuVernay's
youth-oriented fantasy film
"A Wrinkle in Time" (Disney)
wants to blow your mind.

Whether it succeeds will
largely depend on your re-
action to the sight of a giant
version of Oprah Winfrey
who, as a celestial guide
called Mrs. Which, dis-
penses New Age-style bro-
mides while dressed in an
outfit suitable for a Valkyrie
and sporting a makeup job
the late female imperson-
ator Divine might have
found a bit garish.

As for more substantial
considerations, this adapta-
tion of Madeleine L'Engle's
Newbery Medal-winning
1962 novel for young adults
is wholesome in some re-
spects, problematic in oth-
ers. While entirely free of
the negative elements that
usually debar recommenda-
tion for young viewers, the
movie's underlying world-
view involves an uneasy
combination of secularism

and magical thinking.

Standing in need of Mrs.
Which's help, and that of
two of her peers, Mrs. What-
sit (Reese Witherspoon) and
Mrs. Who (Mindy Kaling), is
troubled middle-school stu-
dent Meg Murry (Storm
Reid).

Four years after the unex-
plained disappearance of
her father Alex (Chris Pine),
a NASA scientist who, to-
gether with his physicist
wife, Kate (Gugu Mbatha-
Raw), had developed an un-
orthodox method of time
and space travel, Meg is still
devastated by his absence.

So it comes as a pleasant
surprise when the trio of
women magi mysteriously
manifest themselves to Meg,
her adopted younger
brother, Charles Wallace
(Deric McCabe), an intellec-
tual prodigy, and to her sup-
portive would-be boyfriend
Calvin (Levi Miller). With
their otherworldly visitors'
assistance, the kids set off
on a cosmic quest to track
pop down and bring him
home.

Their journey is often eye-

pleasing. From the start,
however, Jennifer Lee and
Jeff Stockwell's screenplay
tries to force or simply as-
sume audience sympathy
with the characters, rather
than earning it.

The picture's ultimate
message, that we should
love ourselves even while
acknowledging our faults,
can be seen as promoting
the Christian virtue of hu-
mility. And, though one
scene incongruously sug-
gests that Mrs. Whatsit, in
the course of a shape-shift,
engages in a bit of peek-a-
boo exhibitionism, the
youthful romance at the
heart of the story is a model
of innocence and positive, if
not always convincing, emo-
tional interaction.

Still, very young viewers
or for teens who are not
well grounded in their faith
may lack the discretion to
retain the script's acceptable
takeaway while jettisoning
the metaphysical gobbledy-
gook that surrounds it. A
follow-up discussion with
parents may, however, help
those in the latter group to

(NS PHOTO/DISNEY

Reese Witherspoon and Storm Reid star in a scene from the movie "A Wrin-

klein Time."

do so.

The film contains occa-
sional peril and possible
momentary off-screen im-
modesty. The Catholic News
Service classification is A-II -
- adults and adolescents.
The Motion Picture Associa-
tion of America rating is PG
-- parental guidance sug-
gested. Some material may
not be suitable for children.

ALSO PLAYING... LOVE, SIMON

CNS PHOTO/TWENTIETH CENTURY FOX

Jorge Lendeborg, Nick Robinson nd Alexandra Shipp and
Katherine Langford star in scene from the movie "Love,
Simon.""Love, Simon" (Fox) . The movie is a good-hearted but
morally misguided romantic comedy in which a closeted gay
teen (Nick Robinson) strikes up a pseudonymous email ex-
change with a fellow student from his high school who is in the
same situation, and gradually falls for his unidentified corre-
spondent. When a callous classmate (Logan Miller) discovers his
secret, and uses it to blackmail him, hoping to build up a roman-
ticrelationship with one (Alexandra Shipp) of the lad's trio of
best friends (rounded out by Katherine Langford and Jorge
Lendeborg Jr.), it further complicates his furtive life. In adapt-
ing Becky Albertalli's 2012 novel for young adults, "Simon vs The
Homo Sapiens Agenda," director Greg Berlanti succeeds in deliv-
ering some enjoyable humor and moments of genuine pathos.
But, as scripted by Elizabeth Berger and Isaac Aptaker, his film
predictably fails to distinguish between the dignity to which
everyone, of whatever inclination, is entitled and the accept-
ability of acting on urges that fall outside God's revealed plan
for human sexuality. The Catholic News Service classification is
0 -- morally offensive. The Motion Picture Association of Amer-
icarating is PG-13 -- parents strongly cautioned.
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ADIRONDACK

LENTEN FISH FRY
Bloomingdale - K of C Council 7803
Bloomingdale/Gabriels will hold their
annual Lenten Fish Fry.

Date: March 23

Time: 4 p.m.

Place: St. Paul’s Oratory

Cost: Adults, $10; Children 6-12, %6

CLINTON

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT BREAKFAST
Altona — A parish breakfast is set
Date: April 8
Time: 8a.m.to 12 p.m.
Place: Holy Angels Church Hall
Cost: Adults, $8; Children 6-12,35;
under 5, Free Take-outs available

TEAFORTWO
Peru - The Catholic Daughters of the
Americas, Court St.Monica is hosting its
Annual Tea Party

Date: April 22

Time:1p.m.to 4

Place: St. Augustine’s Parish Center

Cost: $10

Features: proceeds will support the El-
more SPCA.This year’s theme is“Fabu-
lous 50, featuring 50's music and
contests for dance, hula hoop, costumes

Contact: For more information, Jane
Woods at:janie124766@yahoo.com.

CLM EVENT
Au Sable Forks — All Commissioned Lay
Ministers are invited to a special event.
Date: May 12
Time: 10:30 a.m.to 3 p.m.
Place: Holy Name Church and School
Cost: $10
Speaker: Fr.Paul Kelly
Topic: The Holy Spirit Empowers Us!
Contact: Online pre-registration is en-
couraged.
www.rcdony.org/formation/commis-
sioned-layministers/clm-event-registra-
tion.html
or by mail to: PO Box 106 Canajoharie,
NY 13317

GUYS AND DOLLS
Plattshurgh — Seton Catholic to pres-
ent Guys and Dolls, Jr.

Date: March 23 at 7 p.m.; March 24 at 2
p.m.and 7 p.m.

Contact: Tickets at Bob’s Music, Pearl
Physical Therapy, and the Party Factory
or by calling 518-561-4031 ext. 2555

GOOD FRIDAY STATIONS
Plattsburgh — Annual Good Friday
Prayer Service sponsored by Champlain
Valley Right to Life is planned.

Franklin

D=

Clinton

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to“Around the Diocese”
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669; fax, 1-866-314-7296;
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.

Items must be received in the NCC office by the Thursday before publication.

Date: March 30
Time: 10 a.m.
Place: In Front of Planned Parenthood
Features: Prayer for human life.
Contact: Deacon Jack Lukasiewicz at
518-562-1175

COCKTAIL UNVEILING
Plattsburgh - Seton parents are hold-
ing a Seton Gala Cocktail Unveiling.

Date: March 24 (Seton Gala is April 14)

Time: 6 p.m.

Place: Meron’s

Cost: Suggested donation for the
evening is a $15 gift card to be auc-
tioned at the gala.

Features: Tasting of 2018 Gala signa-
ture cocktail and food.

LAKESIDERS FISHERS CLUB
Plattsburgh —The Fishers Club, a dis-
cernment program for men (juniors in
high school and older) open to the pos-
sible vocation to the priesthood, to meet

Dates: March 25; Apr.8 & 22; May 6.

Time:3 p.m.

Place: St.Peter’s

Features: discussion, prayer, dinner.

Contact: Fr.Howard Venette pastor.st-
barts@roadrunner.com/315-369-3554

LENTEN ADORATION
Plattsburgh - St.Peter’s will offer Ado-
ration of The Blessed Sacrament during
Lent on Monday’s and Tuesday’s.
Time: 7:30 a.m.to 9 p.m.
Place: Chapel of St. Andre Bessette.
Features: Ends with Benediction at 7
p.m.on Tuesday of Holy Week.

EUCHARISTICADORATION
Plattsburgh — Eucharistic Adoration is
held throughout the year every Wednes
day, Thursday, and Friday.
Place: St.John's “Holy Family” Adora
tion Chapel, downstairs
Time:9a.m.to 9 p.m.

FRANKLIN

SUGAR ON SNOW BRUNCH
Chasm Falls — St. Andre Bessette Parish
will have a Sugar on Snow Brunch.

Date: March 25

Time:11a.m.to 1p.m.

Place: St.Helen’s Parish Hall

Cost: Adults, $10; Seniors, $8; Children
5-10,95; under 5, Free

Contact: Take-out’s available by calling
518-483-1300

MEDITATIONS IN WORD, SONG
Malone — Meditations in word and
song to be held with the theme of “The
Seven Last Words of Christ”

Date: March 25

Time: 4 p.m.

Place: Notre Dame Church

Features: This time of prayer will in-
clude music led by an ecumenical choir
& brief messages from seven members
of the local Christian clergy. Free will of-
ferings will be accepted for the Beacon
Fund, which aids emergency shelter and
transportation in the Malone area.

Contact: St. Andre Bessette Parish Of-
fice at 518-483-1300

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTION
St. Regis Falls — First Saturday Devo
tion and Holy Hour to be held

Time: after 4:30 p.m. anticipated Mass
Place: St. Ann’s Church

VOCATIONS RETREAT
Watertown — The Watertown Vocations
Committee will be hosing a free Voca-
tions retreat for 5-8 graders.

Date: April 7

Time:9a.m.to 11a.m.

Place: St.Anthony’s Msgr. Sechi Hall

Features: Opportunity for children to
learn about the different vocations of
married life, priesthood, religious life,
and the single life. Program to feature
ice breakers, activities and a Q&A panel
with a priest, sister, married couple, and
single person. Each participant will leave
with a goody bag.

Contact: RSVPs by March 30 to Kathi at
watertownvocations@catholicwater-
town.org or 315-783-2230.

SPAGHETTI SUPPER
Watertown - St. Anthony’s Altar
Rosary to have a spaghetti dinner.

Date: March 22

Time: 4:30 p.m.to 7 p.m.

Place: Msgr. Sechi Hall

Cost: Adults, $8, Children, $4; Children
under 3, Free; Sauce, $5 per quart; Meat-
balls, $.75

Features: Take-out available at 4 p.m.,
please bring your own containers.

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
Watertown - Our Lady of the Sacred
Heart Church will hold a Divine Mercy
Sunday Celebration.

Schedule: Beginning Good Friday
March 30 at 3 p.m. the Divine Mercy
novena will begin. Divine Mercy Sunday
will be celebrated April 8 at 3 p.m., there
will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, Singing of the Chaplet of Divine
Mercy, confession & a procession. You
may bring your own Divine Mercy pic-
ture to be blessed.

Contact: For more info on Mercy Sun-
day call Judy at 315-783-7349 or visit
www.thedivinemercy.org

BEREAVEMENT MEETING
Watertown — Bereavement meeting to
be held.

Date: March 26

Time: 7 p.m.

Place: S5) Motherhouse

PILGRIMAGE PRESENTATION

Evans Mills — A presentation to be held

by Fr. Chris Looby on a pilgrimage to the

Marian Shrines of Fatima & Lourdes.
Date: March 27

Time: 6:30 p.m.

Place: St. Mary’s Parish Center

Features: Trip to be held April 28 - May
7,2019. Cost of the trip is $3,399

Contact: Mary McIntosh at 315-558-
6372.

SPAGHETTI DINNER
Evans Mills — The Indian River Knights
of Columbus will have a spaghetti and
meatball dinner.

Date: April 7

Time: 4 p.m.to 7:30

Place: St.Mary’s Parish Center

LEWIS

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Lowville — St. Peter’s is sponsoring
Lenten gatherings of prayer

Dates: March 22

Time:4 p.m.to 5.

Place: St. Peter’s Church

Features: One hour of Exposition, the
Divine Mercy Chaplet, Silent Adoration,
and Benediction.

ST.LAWRENCE

HOSPITALITY WORKSHOP

Massena - Event for Massena Catholics

to enhance parish renewal is set.
Date: April 7
Time: 10 a.m.to Noon, then lunch
Place: Trinity Catholic School

SPRING RETREAT FOR ADULTS
Morristown — Spring Retreat for Adults
to be held.

Date: May 4-6

Place: Cedarhaven

Cost: $125 (Suggested offering)

Speaker: Sister Bethany Fitzgerald, SSJ

Features: Living the ‘Bookend Beati-
tudes’: an invitation to explore the first
and eight beatitudes and ways to put
them into practice through prayer, shar-
ing and other spiritual practices.

Contact: 315-212-6592 or
srbeth@gmail.com

SCHOOL REGISTRATION

Canton - St. Mary’s Catholic School is
now accepting registrations for the
2018-19 school year, Nursery through
6th grade.

Features: St.Mary’s offers a faith-
based, academically rigorous education,
along with a family-oriented environ-
ment. Small classes and latch-key serv-
ices are additional benefits.

Contact: To register, please call the
school at 315-386-3572 or email at sm-
soffice@tweny.rr.com.

CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE
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The Pontifical Mission Societies of the

Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith

Sr.Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director
622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
mbrett@rcdony.org

Lenten sacrifices

The Pontifical Mission Societies in the Diocese of Ogdens-
burg is most grateful for your Lenten sacrifices to date dur-
ing our ongoing appeal.

These blessings bestowed upon us will directly benefit
those who serves the poor in the Mission Lands and their
efforts with those who reside there.

Part of a typical day in the Missions involves local
priests, Religious Sisters, Brothers and lay catechists reach
out to the suffering in Jesus’ name, offering them His love
and His message of hope.

They remind them that God does not abandon us, helping
them to experience in their “Good Friday” world, the hope
and joy of Easter Sunday.

Our world is an ever-changing place. Conditions improve
and technology can make life easier. However, many mis-
sionaries are often on the front lines in dealing with both
the positive and negative effects of globalization.

As Catholics, we have the moral obligation to promote the
positive effects and condemn the negative impacts of glob-
alization to the integrity of human beings and their cul-
tures. We pray for missionaries throughout the world.

We remember that we are neighbors in a global village
that is the Catholic Church. We pray that we may ever be
faithful to the mission entrusted to us by Christ Himself.

However, throughout the world, day after day, we find
suffering of all kinds.

The devastation in the mission lands is a result of natu-
ral disasters, famine, drought, terror and violence. The
media reminds us daily of profound hunger, poverty, ill-
ness, disease and war.

There is also the suffering that comes from not knowing
of the great love of our Lord. We must work to ease the suf-
fering.

This is the directive of the Pontifical Mission Societies.

We must remember that even in the Mission Lands, that
Lent is a time to prepare.

This time to reflect and sacrifice. With a focus on repent-
ing of sin, we are able to see how great God’s love for us can
be. Lent can be a time for spiritual renewal.

During Lent we sacrifice. These sacrifices draw us closer
to God and let us understand what it was like to be like
Him. During Lent we pray.

During prayer, it is helpful to remember the suffering in
the Mission Lands. Pray for improvements in these desper-
ate geographies.

By your prayers, and your gifts to the Pontifical Mission
Societies, you accompany those who bring this Good News
to the poor and suffering.

As I ask your continuing prayers for our mission family,
know that you and those you love remain in my prayers.

May the Lord bless you abundantly.

Please remember“The Society for the Propagation of
the Faith” when writing or changing your Will.
www.dioogdensburg.org/missionoffice

OBITUARIES

Burke — Earl W. Guerin, 75; Mass of
Christian Burial March 10,2018 at St.
George’s Church; burial in St. George’s
Cemetery.

Brushton — Betty Russell, 90; Mass of
Christian Burial March 17,2018 at St.
Mary’s Church.

Canton — Joan B. Clarke, 81; Funeral
Services March 11,2018 at O'Leary Fu-
neral Home.

Fort Covington — Elaine M. (LaTray) Jef-
fery, 84; Funeral Services March 20,2018
at the Cappiello-McKenzie and Cosgrove
Funeral Home; burial in St. Joseph's
Cemetery, Bombay.

Fort Covington — Victoria Ann (Lord)
Lashomb, 58; Funeral Services March 20,
2018 at the Cappiello-McKenzie and Cos-
grove Funeral Home; burial in the new St.
Mary’s Cemetery.

Gouverneur — Quinta Pistolesi, 82; Mass
of Christian Burial March 17,2018 at St.
James Church.

Hogansburg —Christopher P.Thompson,
39; Mass of Christian Burial March 16,
2018 at St. Regis Church.

Massena — Joan K. (LaShomb) Secore,
74; Funeral Services March 15,2018 at
D.L. Calarco Funeral Home, Inc.; burial in
Calvary Cemetery.
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CHEVROLET

Morrisonville — Leonard L. Seymour,89;
Mass of Christian Burial March 17,2018
at St. Alexander’s Church; burial in parish
cemetery.

Newcomb - Elizabeth A.“Betty” (Gibbs)
Stickney, 76; Mass of Christian Burial
March 13,2018 at St.Therese’s Church;
burial in Newcomb Cemetery.

0gdenshurg — James P.Massia, 73;
Mass of Christian Burial March 17,2018
at Notre Dame Church; burial in Notre
Dame Cemetery.

0gdensburg — Bonnie L. (Mecca)
Wright, 62; Mass of Christian Burial
March 14,2018 at Notre Dame Church.

Plattsburgh — Olive Christine (Bacon)
Bell, 97; Mass of Christian Burial March

12,2018 at Our Lady of Victory Church;

burial in Assumption of Mary Cemetery,
Redford.

Plattsburgh — Robert E. Dailey, 86; Mass
of Christian Burial March 16,2018 at St.
John's Church; burial in Mt. Carmel Ceme-
tery.

Plattsburgh — Melita (Linder) Gowett,

90; Mass of Christian Burial March 12,
2018 at St.Peter’s Church; burial in parish
cemetery.

Plattsburgh — lola“Sue” M. (Parrott)
Heikkila, 85; Mass of Christian Burial
March 15,2018 at St. Peter’s Church; bur-
ial in St. Peter’s Cemetery.

Plattsburgh — John E.Recore Sr., 68; Fu-
neral Services March 15,2018 at the
Brown Funeral Home.

Port Henry — Cecelia Janice (Breeyear)
Brown Haq, 74; Mass of Christian Burial
May 19,2018 at St. Patrick’s Church; bur-
ial in St. Patrick’s Cemetery.

Watertown — Hazel (Webb) Bartlett,
91; Mass of Christian Burial March 14,
2018 at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart.

Watertown — Edmund F.“Big Ed”
Becker, 80; Mass of Christian Burial March
15,2018 at Holy Family Church; burial in
Glenwood Cemetery.

West Peru - Virginia (Johnson) Derrick,
89; Mass of Christian Burial March 17,
2018 at St. Patrick’s Church; burial in St.
Augustine’s Parish Columbarium.

(T Best of lreknd & Northem Trskund)
11 Days, November 1-11, 2018
Visiting - Belfast « Derry « Knock - Galway
Connemara - Killarney « Ring of Kerry
Blarney- Dublin
Hosted by Fr. Andrew Amyot

$2899 per person from Montreal
(Air/land tour price is only $2399
plus $500 government taxes/airline surcharges)

S

Contact : Fr. Andrew Amyot (315) 384-2064
fraamyot2@twcny.rr.com
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MIDLANDERS FISHERS CLUB
Canton - Fishers Club, a discernment
program for young men (juniors in high
school and up) who are open to a possi-
ble vocation to the priesthood, will meet

Place: St.Mary’s Rectory

Time:9a.m.

Schedule: March 31, April 14 and 28

Features: brunch, discussion, and
prayer with Fathers Douglas Lucia and
Bryan Stitt.

Contact: Fr.Doug Lucia dlucia@rc-
dony.org/315-348-4466

GUN AND KNIFE SHOW
Brasher Falls — The Knights of Colum-
bus will be hosting a Gun and Knife
Show.

Schedule March 24 from 9a.m.to 5
p.m.and March 25 from 9 a.m.to 3 p.m.

Place: Shamrock Club

Cost: $3; under 12 free

Features: Many dealers will be present
with all kinds sporting items. Conces-
sion stand open all day, breakfast served
until 17a.m. All guns must be checked
in at door. Plenty of parking.

Contact: Phil Davis at 315-389-4627.

ALL DAY CONFESSION
Massena — During the week of Holy
Week, all day confession to be held.
Date: March 26
Time: 6a.m.to 10 p.m.
Place: Sacred Heart Church
Features: During the same hours as
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

FISH AND SHRIMP FRY
Gouverneur — Fish & Shrimp Fry to be
held every Friday during Lent.

Date: Feb. 16 to March 30

Time: 4:30 p.m.t0 6:15

Place: St.James School

Cost: Adults, $10; Children 12 and
under, $5; under 5 Free

Contact: Take-outs available, all for
faster service, deliveries 315-287-0130.

DIOCESAN EVENTS

ANNULMENT WORKSHOPS
The Matrimonial Tribunal of the Diocese
of Ogdensburg is sponsoring informa-
tional workshops on annulments.

Schedule:

* March 27, St. Mary’s School, Canton,
from 7 p.m. to 8:30

« April 9, St. Patrick’s Parish Center, Port
Henry, from 6:30 p.m.to 8

« April 16, Holy Ghost Parish Center, Tup-
per Lake, from 6:30 p.m.to 8

Features: The workshops are designed
for people who wish to explore begin-
ning the annulment process. The tribu-
nal staff will have the forms available to
begin the process and will be on-hand to
answer any individual questions.

Contact: Registration or further infor-
mation is available through the tribunal
office at 315-605-1087.

YOUTH RALLY
Canton — The annual diocesan Youth
Rally to be held for young people in
grades 6-12.

Date: April 28

Place: St. Mary’s

Cost: $30 (Includes lunch and a t-shirt-
while supplies last)

Plattsburgh
Wholesale Homes

Building the North Country
for over 45 Years!

e

) Smart. Stylish. Functional.
Everything you want in your New Era modular home.

We process all VA loans

New or Used Manufactured and Modular Homes

Located on 7109 State Route 9
Exit 39 of the Northway, across from the city beach of Plattsburgh

518-563-1100  www.pwmh.com
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Bishop Terry R. LaValley visited St. Alexander’s Parish, Morrisonville, March 4 where he celebrated the First Scrutiny
with the Elect who were prevented from attending the Rite of Election at the Cathedral due to weather. Serving at
the Mass, front from left, Morgan Sanger, Emily Marro, Hannah Packwood and Macey Lamora; back, Deacon Michael
Howley, Madyson Whalen, Aaron Bouchard and Bishop LaValley.

Features: The day will include keynote
speaker Bob Perron, interactive park,
prayer, workshops,and a closing Mass
celebrated by Bishop LaValley.
Contact: Youth leaders can register
their groups at
www.rcdony.org/youthrally/rally

RACHEL'S VINEYARD
Saranac Lake - A Rachel's Vineyard
after-abortion healing retreat is set

Date: June 1-3

Place: Guggenheim Lodge

Features: Father Mark Reilly will serve
as the retreat chaplain. Confidential reg-
istration forms at the Respect Life web-
page: www.rcdony.org/prolife

CAMP GUGGENHEIM
Registration for Camp Guggenheim in
Saranac Lake is open. Weeks 1-5 are
open to ages 12-15,and Week 6 is open
to 16-18 year-olds.

Contact: Register: at
www.rcdony.org/camp.

PARISH VOCATION MEETINGS
Regional parish vocation ministry meet-
ings have been scheduled for those cur-
rently involved and those who wish to
get started.

Schedule: April 21 in Watertown; May
5in Norfolk

Time: 9:30a.m.t0 11:30

Contact: Contact Cathy Russell at crus-
sell@rcdony.org or
slippincott@rcdony.org for more infor-
mation.

OPERATION ANDREW
The Spring round of Operation Andrew
to be held.
Schedule: April 5 at St. Mary’s Cathe-
dral and April 12 at St.Bernard’s Church
Features: 5 p.m.with Holy Hours and
Vespers followed by dinner and conver-
sation with Bishop LaValley and area
priests. Parents are most welcome.
Contact: Your pastor or the Vocations
office to register.

CATHOLIC HEART WORKCAMP
Plattsburgh - Catholic Heart Workcamp
is returning to Plattsburgh

Date: June 24 to 29

Place: Seton Catholic Central

Schedule: Daily Mass, Penance and
prayer, work in the community.

Cost: $375 which includes meals, lodg-
ing, transportation to the work sites, t-
shirts and snacks.

Features: Open to high school (enter-
ing 9th grade in Fall 2018) and college
students. During the week, campers will
volunteer at various sites throughout the
Plattsburgh area during the day and
participate in fun, faith-building pro-
grams in the evening.

Contact: Jocelyn Kelly and Samantha
Poulin at chwc.ogdensburg@gmail.com
or call Jocelyn at 518-651-0786. Addi-
tional information: www.heartwork-
camp.com.

MARRIAGE CONFERENCE
Massena - The Department of Family
Life in conjunction with the Offices of
Vocations and Evangelization, will pres-
ent an all-day Life and Family Confer-
ence and workshop entitled Marriage:
God Calls, We Respond.

Date: April 14

Place: Trinity Catholic School

Speakers: Dr.Gregory and Lisa Popcak

Contact: www.rcdony.org/marriage

OPERATION MIRIAM LUNCH
Watertown — A program for women of
middle school age and older, to learn
about consecrated life is set

Date: April 15

Time: 11a.m.

Place: SSJ Motherhouse

Features: Prayer to know one’s voca-
tion with benediction; Lunch With
Bishop LaValley, followed by sharing of
vocation stories and information about
consecrated life. Parents are welcome.

Contact: Register by contacting
Shayne Lippincott at slippincott@rc-
dony.org or call 315-782-3620 by April
12,



